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onight’'s Agenda

® 6:30 - 7PM Arrival
¢ Dinner 7:00 - 8:151sh
®  Announcements and comments

® Anyone here for the first time?

* Update on PNW DX Convention

® Club membership status — now at #103 paid members

* Factory presentations? What would you like to see?
* “Show and Tell”
® (Other announcements or comments?

¢ Evening program “What I did last Summer”
and Heinz VA7AQ IOTA at NA-161

¢ Meeting ends 9:00PM ish

{Drcaﬁ
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Don - VE7/DS

Finally made cable standoffs for m
crank up tower

What [ learned:

If you don't have standoffs you will (four
times!) snag a rotator or SteppIR
cable on the tower during crankup.

This will automatically pull most of the
cables out of the rotator/Element
Housing UNIT with occasional fireworks
downstairs when the chips in the SteppIR
controller blow.

StepplR telephone support is excellent.




VE/DS

IOTA

Operated DxPedition
style from the top of Mt.

Cramer on Pender Island
(NAO75)

What I learned:

If you are an actual IOTA
island entity call "CQ
TST VE7DS/P NA0O75"
Everyone will clue in to
your being a good mult
and you will be able to
run a pile up. It took me
half the contest to figure
this one out.



Do NOT try to deploy a 2 element
tribander on a push up mast. The
one the second picture is 2 feet
shorter than the version during set

up.

Do NOT try to operate from the
top of Mt Cramer. By the time I
got my.pickup to the top in 4WD
bulldog low my clutch was
smoking.

AT

DUHHH!



Never Give Up

Built a stealth 20/15/17
dipole into the balcony of
my nephew's (VE7VO))
condo.

What I learned:

Works FB after you tune it
Just because you are in a
condo you don't have to
miss out on HF.



John - VA7 XB
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Shown in the pictures
1s John VA7XB, Anton
VE7SSD, John VE7TI
and Sean VA7CHX



?! Jim - VE7FO

From the Dunbar Area of Vancouver
Some people will go to any lengths
when something bugs them

All photos taken on VE7FQ'’S roof or in the shack

HITTING THE SAR
REPEATER ON 70 cm



YUCK — REPEATER IS S3 —
PUT UP ABETTER ANTENNA
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MFJ DUOBAND MAGMOUNT
GOTTA GO




STURDILY MOUNTED
NEW ANTENNA MAST




UPPER MAST-TO-BASE




LOWER MAST-TO-BASE




e el

THERE'S AN ACCESS HATCH
BEHIND THE SIDING







HERE IT IS SHOWING
HELIAX ETC ENTERING I'T
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" OH NO - IT'S STUCK

BEHIND THOSE
SHINGLES s==2

-
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LET'S OPEN UP THE SOFFIT
T0 SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND
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PROBLEM FIXED
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HELIAX & CONTROL CABLE
ARE IN THE SHACK!!

......
= Aed g



THAT'S BETTER
— AND NO PREAMP, EITHER




ALL BUTTONED UP
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OH YES — THE ANTENNA
ALL 26 ELEMENTS




Hew - VA/HU

Hi Dave. Received my DXCC (Mixed) and DXCC (CW) last month after 6 years
out here in the west, using only contacts from out here. I was previously VA3HU
in the Ottawa area but did not feel that it was right to use my contacts from there
even though allowed. From 2006 (retirement move out here) to 2009 all ops were
100w with a GSRV. In the summer of 2009 the tri-band beam went up on the
tower (35') and I used it after that.

There is some activity over here on the rock :=))
73 - Hew (HU)

VATHU (Sidney)
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From the top of the telephone pole - under the 20 meter monobander
looking down on the 'Project', which ' got some more antennas this
summer!












Eric - VA7DZ

Dave

VE7AB, VE7GTU, VE7TK and I put up a new antenna!
Pix attached, the Optibeam 16-3 has

10m long boom, square aluminum extrusion

16 elements

15 dBi gain.

Its nickname is The Aluminum Overcast.

We are rubbing our hands as we await contest season.

Eric
VA7TDZ












e

Don - VE/DJ

Finally got my tower up 50' Max allowed over in Saanich. That is to be
the height of the antenna. Through much red tape, engineer inspection
(3x) two permits and inspected by the city inspector. I made my first
contact on 17m with it into Madiera Island with 100w. (have to get a new
set of 3-500z's for the amp). I either lost one element on the way down or
someone stole it out of the yard. have one on order from Hygain and it
will be sent out today (Friday), then put that on and up she goes. I still do
my own climbing. 78 yrs, not bad for a youngster aye. Hope you all had a
real good summer as it keeps chugging along. 73 Don VE7DJ






VETRZ

2012 Projects to date

-- Construct K9AY RX Array for 80
& 160m

-- Rebuild 2el 40m beam for a
friend
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KOAY RX-only array for 80 / 160m

® I wanted to improve RX and reduce SN on 160m

® K9AY design 1s simple and easy to construct
® Array 1s fed with flooded RG-6 (75 ohm) coax

® Phase switching control line 1s 6-conductor irrigation
system control cabling

® Array has good Front / Back and early tests suggest
directivity 1s good. Further testing in upcoming 160m
season

® The array 1s located 300’ from my existing ‘Inverted-L’
TX antenna for 160m (107’ vertical with lots of radials)
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¥ Rebuild 2el Force-12 40m beam
® Force-12 model 240N installed in 2005

® Antenna worked flawlessly for a few years and then
started to show dramatic changes in bandwidth if you
compared measurements on a dry versus wet day

¢ All measurements (before rebuild) were taken using an
AIM-4170 computer based antenna analyzer. The same
calibration file was used for all measurements

® After numerous conversations with Force-12 1t appeared
the only way to rectify the problem was to perform a
complete rebuild of the antenna

® Antenna 1s owned by a friend who lives nearby



'P‘ Antenna Analyzer
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Rebuild included the removal and cleaning of every component which involved
replacement of every rivet. A new balun was installed and all connections were
resealed.

The antenna elements were tested independently at 30’ as per Force-12 methodology
to ensure correct tuning.
After several weeks of work, we put the antenna back in service using a crane

Auguzt 04, 2012 G 1043 locz] time: Fmal readings with the aotennz 2t 80° (27 23M) on a dry dny with an air tesaperatmre of 20°C

i Anlenna Analyrer - Al 4170 version 623

Fia F
Min SWR = 106717 @ 7 13060 MHz

T matn

Thets

30 -

»E @

300

1
Ta0m

FREGQ (10020 MHzidiv)

720D

L U ]

Freq = 7153
Freq Siep = 0020
Lo= T3000

H o= 10BN
Ly = T2.401
Thala - .4_B5F

Fell Coel = 0,04B
‘% refl power = 1.2

Equivalent Circuil:
Rx = FFia1
HNe= _E 1500
Cs = 3620636 pF

Rp= T2EE2
Hp = B55134
Cp = Hia pFf




oes m

With the antenna back on the 90° crank-up tower, measurements were taken
at 45’ and 90’. Note the change in operational bandwidth.

f fntanna Analyrer - AN 410 varsien B43

Py I‘rﬁﬁm Colbrale Seoyp oy LBy HﬁI
Min SWR = 105717 g8 713680 MHF Frauf W= 18

3.0 < Ty

- [ ST — T Freeq = F 163
W | Freq Step - 0.030
. a0 fest gt

15 4 4087
Emag TEAM
Theda = 4857
Reil Coeil - DO4E
% rell puwrer = 0.3

15 = = =

Eguivides] Circal,

Rs = 72181

HE = -FAE

g G5 - IE2E.GIG pF

— Hp = AL
B AT

T tp = 260448 pF

I e — Ll
T} roanm el =

1
1
|
i
1
! 1
L]
Hin SWH = 103123 & 707640 MHa : frxg FLES:
1
b = 1 : o __I_hﬂ.'d'l-tll
: : a0 100 4y ¥iT detauh.oig
5 H :
W i i
p : l
! 1
1 1
i '
]
1
15 = 1 |53
1
i
I
H I
= = = SN 1 =111, §
— —— _,_ - = —— - 1=
Y i — | o
NN rAam L 11} ?Blﬂl




| e g

s
-

Dave - VE7/VR/M
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View toward Africa
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View from the water
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What are you doing?

® Your fellow hams are interested in what you do and how
you do 1t and what 1s cool and what doesn’t work and what
you have learned and what you bought...and why...if you
can create a 20 minute presentation on some aspect of ham
radio...we will be interested in hearing from you.

® Paul — VE7BZ has a presentation on our web site on using
crimp connectors for RG-213 and LMR-400 which you
might not think could take 20 minutes but with examples to
hand out and practical demonstrations it takes about 45
minutes. ©
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" Rick — VE7TWF  vercrx

I was licensed in 1974 and this photo 1s one of the earliest I have.
Drake twins and Kenwood TL922 linear amp. Crystal controlled
Motoola HT's for 2m and 70cm, a ROBOT (phosphorus type)
Slow Scan unit, and of course a state-of-the-art Commodore Pet
computer with home made logging program. I had a 561t Delhi
with a Swan TB4HA triband beam back then, man did that
antenna work well. 4 elements on a 24t boom. I was into Oscar
satellites and weak signal VHF too. I recall working Hawaii on
146.52 simplex from this station thanks to a once in a lifetime
Tropo conditions. Later on I was into Amateur Television and
RTTY. Obviously all this was before I got married.
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Rick VE/WF ex. VE/CFX
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